
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
““Go And Do Likewise” (V. 37) 

(Luke 10: 25-37) 

 
 



 
 

 

 
If we are going to summarize today’s gospel in just one word, the word is love. The answer of the 
scholar of the law to his own question. “What must I do to inherit eternal life” (v.25), is to love 
God. Loving God must be seen in our love for our fellowmen. How? As we take good care of 
ourselves so we must also take good care of others. The way we attend to our safety, to our 
security, to our success so it should be with our treatment of our brothers and sisters.  
 
The parable of the Good Samaritan is an answer to how we must love our fellowmen. Loving our 
fellowmen is to help and to heal them. We have to do something for them even if our comforts 
will be disturbed, even if we have to shoulder the cost. The Good Samaritan did everything, he 
approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted 
him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him (v.34). He even instructed the 
innkeeper saying, Take care of bim. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay 
you on my way back (v.35). 
 
The Good Samaritan did not only sympathize, he had companion in him. He did not only ease the 
pain of the victim, he assumed the cost, responsibility, and the burden of caring. How do we show 
love for our fellowmen? It is to be a Good Samaritan to others. It is not to judge or to condemn 
but to understand and to help. To love is not to avoid them but to assist them, not to ignore them 
but to search out for them, not to criticize them but to reconcile with them. To love one’s 
neighbor is not to feel superior over them but to be of service in their predicaments. To help has 
no limits. To love knows no boundaries. Any person asking for our help, the call of love challenges 
us to act. Our neighbor is neither determined by the color of his skin nor his social status nor by 
his blood or religion. Our neighbor is anyone who is in need of our help and healing. And to love 
is to bear one’s one’s burden. 
 
What did the priest and the Levite do? Both belonged to the priestly tribe of Levi. Both served in 
the Temple. Temple celebrations impel one to be clean and pure. And according to the Law, 
touching a dead person or blood renders one impure or unclean and thus unworthy to perform 
any Temple rituals (v.30). Both of them passed by on the opposite side (v. 31&32). They failed to 
give aid and assistance to the victim. They intentionally avoided him. But to love is not to ignore 
or to neglect. To love is not to abandon or to run away from responsibilities. To love is to assist 
and to be available for the beloved. No excuses. No postponements. No procrastinations.  
 
What can we say about the priest and the Levite? They wanted to be clean but they ended up 
empty. They offer rituals rather than performance of acts of mercy. They valued ceremonials 
rather than deeds of charity. They remembered the Temple celebrations but they forgot the 
commandments of God.  
 



 
 

 

Now, we are the priest if we give petty excuses rather than lift a finger to help, if we create alibis 
rather than exert extra effort to aid and to assist. We are like him if we reason out, “Why should 
I help when he is not related to me?” Why should I spend my time with them and sacrifice my 
comfort for them? Who are they in my life?” The Levite thought first of his safety. For him the 
victim could possibly be a trap. We are like him if we rationalize. “Why should I get involved, I 
might be putting myself at risk. Why should I care, they might think of or do something against 
me.” 
 
We have to do what the Good Samaritan did in today’s gospel. And Jesus is also asking us now to 
go and do likewise (v.37), that is, even if he or she is nobody, even if he is your _____, even if he 
or she is bad and sickly, old or poor, we have to help and perform good deeds. We still have to 
love them. And to love them is to bear one’s burden.  
 
Challenges 

1. I will not let a day pass without doing good things and saying good words to others.  
2. I will always help and be of service even if I have to spend my talents  

and treasure for them.  
 
Prayer 

Our Lord Jesus, our guide and our life, 
you are always there to heal and to help us. 
You are always with us. To protect and to provide us with many good things. 
Let me imitate and follow your loving examples. 
Let me give without counting the cost. 
Let me share without conditions. 
Let me help without distinction. 
Let me serve without thinking of reward. 

 
Oh, our Lord Jesus, our guide and our comfort 

  Let me do what You did; to work and to perform with your love, 
   with your compassion, and with your dedication. 

Amen.  
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